MARIJB LOUISE.

ministers, the high officers of the Empire, the Grand
Eagles of the Legion of Honor, and the Diplomatic
Body.

Marie Louise was not Eegent: Napoleon reigned
and governed from the heart of Russia. An auditor
of the Council of State carried to him every week the
reports and propositions of the ministers. The Min-
isters of Police wrote to him every day; and the
Emperor also received confidential notes from people
who, although they held no official position, were
commissioned to write to him on questions of inter-
nal policy, on the state of public sentiment, and
even on literary subjects. From a distance of seven
hundred leagues he directed his vast empire, with its
one hundred and thirty departments, reaching from
the Tiber to the mouths of the Elbe and the Scheldt,
exactly as if he had been in his capital.

It was not the Empress, but the Archchancellor
Cambac&rds, who presided at the meetings of the min-
isters. " Marie Louise," says the Baron of M^neval,
"had charge of nothing but the court presentations.
Every Sunday she went to mass, at which any one
who had been presented was allowed to be present
After mass she passed through the gallery before the
chapel, speaking to all who were there: she also
received on formal occasions. Her timidity was
always noticeable, and her attempts to overcome it
often gave her an air of awkwardness. Every even-
ing she received men and women whose names were
on the list of invited guests. The Emperor drew up